






Literature is a kind of writing that consists of an idea, thought, and feeling 
of the writer. Here, this research discusses a literary work. By discussing a literary 
work, the writer can express what she wants to share and communicate to other 
people. Moreover, this research takes a poetry as the primary data. Poetry is one 
of the forms of literature which relates to the aesthetic art. It is usually composed 
by some words which have deep meaning and emotional expression in order to 
get the reader’s attention. In literary work, there is a piece of poet’s work called 
poem. The readers cannot interpret the meaning of the poem as they are pleased. 
The readers must apply some theories and approaches to find the meaning that 
contains in such a poem. The poems that will be analyzed are taken from Rita 
Dove’s “Demeter Waiting” and “Persephone, Falling.” This research focuses on 
the symbols of Greek Mythological goddesses in Rita Dove’s “Demeter Waiting” 
and “Persephone, Falling.” Hence, the data are analyzed by using the theory of 
meaning, symbol, and character. The approaches that are applied are structural 
approach, sociological approach, moral approach, and philosophical approach.  
In Rita Dove’s poems “Demeter Waiting” and “Persephone, Falling”, 
there are two goddesses named Demeter and Persephone who are analyzed 
through their characteristics. The reseacher finds some characteristics of Demeter. 
The first is being passionate in teaching which consists of being preventive by 
giving the right way and being cautious. The second is being maternal which 
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explains the care of Demeter to her daughter, and the third is being protective by 
sacrificing herself for Persephone. While, the characteristics of Persephone are 
divided into three forms. The first is being unadorned that makes Persephone 
become reckless. The second is being stubborn, and the third is being unstable 
emotionally. Those characteristics are symbolized in Rita Dove’s poems 
“Demeter Waiting” and “Persephone, Falling”. 
Furthermore, the researcher finds the symbols of Demeter’s characteristics 
in Rita Dove’s poems. The first is being passionate in teaching that is symbolized 
when Demeter attempts to teach Persephone to stay with her because the world is 
full of strangers. The second is being maternal. It is symbolized by her care to 
wait her daughter faithfully. It can be seen in the poem “Demeter Waiting” line 
14, Then I will sit down to wait for her. Yes. The third is being protective by 
sacrificing herself for Persephone which is symbolized by disobeying the earth, 
because everything dealing with Demeter’s power can affect the earth and she is 
willing to do it for her daughter. Here, Demeter as the goddess of agriculture does 
not fertilize the crop because she keeps waiting for Persephone’s return. It makes 
the human in the earth get starving. Moreover, the researcher also finds out the 
symbols of Persephone’s characteristics. The first is being unadorned which is 
symbolized by a narcissus, a beautiful flower but it is poisonous. Therefore, 
Persephone becomes reckless. It is symbolized in the poem “Persephone, Falling” 
when she is attracted by a narcissus and she tries to pull it. The second is being 
stubborn. It is symbolized in “Persephone, Falling” line 4-8. Those lines describe 
Persephone’s stubbornness when she wanders away from her mother’s attention to 
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pick a narcissus. She does not know the consequence that she will get. Hence, she 
has been kidnapped by Hades. The third is being unstable emotionally. It is 
symbolized in “Persephone, Falling”, lines This is how easily the pit opens and 
This is how one foot sinks into the ground. Those lines tell about Persephone who 
is sad because she is separated from her mother, but in other part she enjoys her 
role as a queen of Underworld. 
Finally, after writing this research, it can be learnt that it is not easy to 
have a responsibility as a perfect mother and daughter. The relationship between 
mother and daughter should be supported by the condition surrond them, because 
there are some temptations that can influence bad effects for them easily. The 
most important point is how a mother and daughter can develop a good 
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